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The Reſurrection of the Body, or FES, 
was firſt inſerted into 
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85 N T may ha «juſtly queſtioned, Whe- | 
- ther there was any particular ſet 
Form of a Creed made or left by 
Rs * Apoſtles, upon Profeſſion of 
which Perſons were admitted to Baptiſm, 
What i is commonly called, The Apoſtles Creed; 
plainly was not made by Them. They 
ſeeni to have inſtructed the Gentiles in the 
Belief of the One God, the Maker of all 
Things, and in the Duty they were to pay 
Him as the Father of all; and then They 
proceeded to acquaint them, How God 
anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with Power. — That He was 

| a | Lor d 
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Lord of all ---- and that He was ordained of 
God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead. 
Ads x. 34--42. This was what the Apo- 
ſtles taught the Gentiles, and preſſed upon 
them by various Arguments, preaching Peace 
by Jeſus Chriſt unto Tem. 
A Faith in God was already openly pro- 
feſſed by the Jews; and therefore there was 
no Need of a particular Inſtruction of 
Them in That Article. But then They 


were to be put in mind of what they knew; 
and They were to be preſſed to Ad accor 


ing to their Knowledge; and they were to 5 [ 


be inſtructed to worſhip God in Spirit and 


in Trath. They had the Law and the Pro- |; 


phets, and in Them there was an ex preſs 
Promiſe made to their Fathers, That in 
| Their Seed fhonld all "the Earth be bleſſed. 

The Apoſtles therefore inſtructed the Fews 
How this Promiſe was made good: They 
taught them that Jeſu was this promiſed Per- 
ſon, eminently known among them, and ex- 


many by Them under the Name of The 
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It was not long after the Reſurrection of 
our Saviour, that the Apoſtles received a 
Commiſſion from Him to go into all Na- 
tions, and to make Diſciples unto Him, Bap- 
tizing them into the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teachs, 
ing them to objerve whatever he had commanded 
them. The Holy Ghoſt had been promiſed. 
to be ſent by our Lord; and his Office 
bad been deſcribed, whilſt our Saviour was 
with the Diſciples, and converſed openly 


with them: And during the Forty Days 


after his Reſurrection, They were com- 
manded not to depart from Jeruſalem, fit 


they had received the Promiſe . of the Father 


made to them by ' Chriſt ; and which af- 
forded ſo ſtrong a Confirmation of the 
Truths taught by Chriſt. The Rule of 
Faith therefore, in the Beginning, was com- 
prized in the ſhort Creed of One God the 
Fatber, the Maker of all things; and in 
One Lord Jeſus Chriſt his Son; and in the 


Holy Ghoſt, the Paraclet, ſent by Chriſt. 


And all fuch as profeſſed thus much were 
baptized, and deemed to be complete Chri- 
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When I ſay that ſuch were deemed to be 
— Cbriſtians, I do not mean that ſuch 
had nothing further to learn or to do. They 
had the Scriptures to ſearch: They were to 
obſerve the Things there delivered con- 
cerning the Nature, Miſſion, and Commiſ- 
fion of Chriſt: They were to learn what 
was ſaid concerning the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and its Laws, and the ſeveral Diſpenſa- 
tions of God: They were to learn what 
was the Office of Chriſt: They were to 
enquire what the Prophets had taught about 
Chriſt : They were to be inſtructed in 'the 
Peace of God offered by Chriſt : The Con- 
ditions on which it was offered; and in ſhort 
into whatever they could diſcover relative 
to God, or to Chriſt, or to what he taught, 
or to themſelves as his Diſciples. But then 
all theſe Things were not required to be 
known previous to Baptiſm, but were to be 
learned as Men made a Progreſs in the Word 
of God, that inexhauſtible Source of Wiſ- 
dom and * Jil? 


The 
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The learned Dr. Grabe was of Opinion, 
that the Caterbumens were not, previous to 
their Baptiſm inſtructed in the Doctrine of 
the Conception of Jeſus Chriſt from the Holy 
Ghoſt, or, of his Birth of the Virgin Mary; 
but that theſe Doctrines were reſerved for 
a further Opening after Baptiſm. Vid. Anno- 
tata ad Bulli Judicium, c. vi, It is indeed 
highly probable, that theſe and other Do- 
ctrines were taught as Circumſtances aroſe, 
either to explain ſome Things inculcated in 
the Goſpels, or to avoid ſome Thing erro- 
neous. And hence it was, that the original 
Creed was enlarged, and more and more 
Things inſerted into it ; and indeed all that 
has been added to it, ſeems to have been 
owing to theſe Cauſes. Thoſe who are de- 
firous to fee on what particular Occa/ions 
Articles have been added to the Creed, 
may conſult thoſe learned and great Au- 
thors Biſhop. Pearſon, Biſhop Bull, and his 
Annotator Dr. Grabe; the Author of the 
Critical Hiſtory of the Creed, and our Eccle- 
e Anti ae Mr. Ringhom. 
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It is not my Deſign to examine into the 
#7;ftory of the Creed. All that I intend is, 
to ſhew how inſenſibly Doctrines are chang- 
ed: That, in a plain Inſtance, a Variation 
from the Words of Scripture is, and has 
been the Means of introducing a different 
Doctrine from what is contained in them: 
That what is pretended to be an Explica- 
tion of Scripture, is often more hard to be 
underſtood than the Scriptures themſelves 
are: That the Additions and Interpretations 
of Men, often quite change the Truths of 
the Goſpel: That when in Proceſs of Time 
one falſe Notion is taught or eſtabliſhed, 

that is made the Foundation of another, 
and thus at length Tranſubſtantiatiom itſelf 

has been made the Doctrine of Chriſt, I 
do not ſay, nor would I be underſtood to 
infinuate, that all and every Change of 
Doctrine is attended with Conſequences ſo 
groſs, or ſo deſtructive of common Senſe 
as Tranſubſtantiation is, or even as ſome 
K ive giga commonly taught Doc- 
trines, are: But my View is to ſhew 
how the Goſpel has been changed, and 
=. . — ; ants 
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made liable to Objections, which in itſelf it 
is not liable to. And if any Objection is an 
Obſtruction to the Reception of Chriſtianity 
by any Perſon whatever, it may merit Con- 
| ſideration, where the Fault lies, —Whether 
in thoſe who do not believe Chriſtianity, be- 
3 cauſe it ſeems to them (as it is repreſented) 
to contain Doctrines incredible, or in thoſe 
who teach for Dodrines the Commandments of 
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The Reſurretion of che Wy, or F let, 
was firſt inſerted into 5 


HE 


robe CREEDS. 
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Sree) 1 ſeems in aki 3 amon 
learned Men, that the Creed ng | 
= of under the Name of the Abo- 
lis Creed, was not compoled in its 
EY = preſent Form by the 55 les, but 
was made up at different Times, partly from the 
Articles required in the New Teſtament in or- 
der to Baptiſm, and partly in Oppoſition to 
Heretics who aroſe in early Days, and partly in 
Oppoſition to Gentiliſm, and the Doctrines in- 
troduced by ſuch as were made Converts from 
thence. The very ſhort Creed, which at firſt 
was deemed ſufficient to entitle: Men to Bap- 
Iiſin, was no other than a Faith in God the Fa- 
ther almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and 
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in Jeſus Chriſt his Son our Lord, and in the Holy 

Ghoſt. There might. be ſome Variation of Zx- 
preffion in theſe Articles; but ſrill the Senſe was: 

the fame ; and fo long as theſe Doctrines were 
cloſely to, as Practical, and Uſeful in. 
the Reformation of Life, ſo long was Chriſtia- 
nity preſerved pure, and in its Virgin State, and 


was a vital Principle of right and true Ac- 


tion. But as ſoon as Men began not to be 
content with the Simplicity of the Goſpel,” but 


were for. introducing \ Knowledge inſtead of Re- 


lation of Manners, they made Religion con- 
ſt in Metaphyſics, and vain Philoſophy, and 
perverted the End and Deſign of Chriſtianity. 
Thoſe who were inſtructed as the Truth is in 
Chriſt, readily believed all the Doctrines of 
Chriſt, and lived as Men that had Hopes in 


_ Chriſt. They believed that He was Lord, and 


Judge of all, that He was aſcended up into Hea- 
ven, and would come again; that there would be 
a Reſurrection of the Dead, and a Judgment of 


Quick and Dead; and that all were zo repent from 


evil Worts. And therefore when the Apoſtle 
was mentioning the Foundation, or firſt Princi- 
ples, in which Converts to Chriſt were inſtruct- 


ed, he reckons nothing elſe but Faith towards 


God, the Doctrine of Chriſt, Repentance from dead 
Warks, the Reſurrection of the Dead, and Eternal 
Judgment. When He adds the Do#irine of Bap- 
tiſins, and Laying on of Hands, it was becauſe 
Theſe were Rites uſed at that Time to all ſuch 
as became Converts to Chriſt, and were to be 
baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. They were all inſtructed in 
theſe Rites, that they might underſtand the Whole 
of their Initiation, „„ 
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It is well han, that in the Heutben World 
they believed in Gods many, and Lords many: 
And among the Fews, there was a full Expec- 

tation of One whom they called The Meſfab; 
a Perſon, in, whom all the —— of the Earth 
were to, be sed; and who was #0. reign over the 
Houſe. of Jacob for ever, and of whoſe Kingdom 
there was to be 0 End. Hence the Firſt Article 
taught to 3 Heathen was a Belief in God, or 
The, One God, the Father almighty, Maker of Hea- = 
ven aud Earth : And to both Few and Heathen, 
3. Second was added, That Feſus was The Chriſt. 
And' as He was to, be believed. in what He pro- 
miſed, and in fact he had promiſed to ſend The, 
Holy Ghoſt, ſo a Third: great Article of Faith 
was added ---- That They did believe in the Holy: 
Ghoſt: By which they meant, that they believed: 
that the Holy Ghoſt was ſent by Chriſt according. 
to his Promiſe. And thus was This Article un- 
derſtood, when in the Fourth Century they firſt 
began, to explain what they underſtood to be the 
Meaning of --- 7 a Holy Ghoſt. NAY 
The Firſt Additions to the Baptiſmal Creed 
ſeem to be made with Deſign of forming Right 
Notions of the Son of Cod: But it us long ere 
they added other Points not immc.tately re- 
lative to Him. The Inſertions of, The Holy Ca- 
thalic Church, the Remiſſiun of Sins, the Ræſur- 
rection of; the Boch, and Life everlaſting, did not 
make part of the Baptiſmal Creed before the 
Middle of the IVth Century. And as to the 
Article of the Reſunrettion of the Body, Biſhop 
Bear ſan cites no Authority for it earlier than 
Ruffips, If he imagined, that it was not in 
am Creed before Ruffinus' 8 Days, He was certainly 
miſtaken; for it occurs in ſome before His 
Time, as will appear 3 It is the Ob- 
; 3 
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ſervation of that Learned Expoſitor of the 
“Creed, that though we in our Engliſb Creed 
% ſay, We believe the Reſurrection of the Body, 
«© yet neither the Greek nor Latin ever delivered 
this Article in, Thoſe Terms, but in Theſe, 
« The Reſurrection of the Fleſh.” It follows pre- 
ſently in a Note --- The Greeks always uſe, 
* oaex0s avasacwy; the Latins, Carnis Reſurrectio- 
« nem. And this was to be obſerved, becauſe, 
«© being we read of Spiritual Bodies, ſome would 
% acknowledge the Reſurrection of the Body, who 
e“ would not acknowledge the Reſurrection of 
« the Fleſb.“ How far the Greeks in any Creed 
of Theirs uſed capris davagaowv, The Reſurrection 
of the Fleſh, during the Three Firſt Centu- 
ries, or even the Fourth, (That Century, fa- 
mous for Creed-making) will appear from what 
follows. | 1 OH 7 | 
But before J proceed, it will be neceſſary to 
obſerve, That there is not any ſuch Expreſſion 
in the New Teſtament as the Reſurrection of the 
Fleſh, no, nor of what we have in our Creeds 
in the Morning and Evening-Service of our 
Church-Liturgy, and in our Catechiſm, The Re- 
furrection of the Body, or as it is in the Baptiſ- 
mal Creed, The Reſurrection of the Fleſh, The 
Scriptures often ſpeak of 4à Reſurrefion, and of 
the Reſurrection of the Dead: But as to the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, or of the Fleſh, there is 
o not one Word. And therefore that ſuch an Ar- 
ticle was required af firſt, to be profeſſed in or- 
der to Baptiſm, can never be proved. When 
St. Paul was at Athens he preached Feſus and the 
Reſurrection, Ads xvii. 18. And we find him 
frequently ſpeaking of the Riſing of the Dead. 
1f the Dead riſe not at all, why ſtand we in Jeo- 
pardy every Hour? 1 Cor. xv. 30. And in — 
: oe Verſe 
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Verſe preceding F the Dead riſe not, why 
are they then baptized for the Dead. Be this 
Place as obſcure as you pleaſe, yet the Phra- 
ſeology is determinate and clear, that the Dead 
riſe: And That is the Uſe I would make of it. 
And, if I miſtake not, in this one Chapter, the 
Expreſſion of the Reſurreion of the Dead occurs 
at leaſt Ten Times, and not once is there fuch 
a Word as the Reſurrection of the Fleſh, or the 
Reſurrection of the Body. SE OS PE 

But not to kave this Paſſage as if it were 
quite unintelligible, I would obſerve, that the. 
Apoſtle is here reaſoning againſt Some that de- 
nied the Reſurrection of the Dead: And he ar- 
gues, If Chriſt be preached that He roſe from 
the Dead, How ſay ſome among you, that there 
is no Reſurrection of the Dead? 1 Cor. xv. 12. 
Having then made good his Argument from 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt d the Reſurrection 
of Others, ver. 23. and having treated of the 
Reign of Chriſt in the following Verſes, He re- 
ſumes his Argument at ver. 29. Elſe what ſhall 
they do who are baptized for the Dead? If the 
Dead do not riſe, it is the higheſt Folly for 
any one to be initiated into a Religion whoſe fun- 
damental Article is a Belief of a Good, uns 
ven ß for thoſe that die. Why will any en- 
gage in a Profeſſion of Future Good to ſuch 
as die? They that act upon ſuch a Princi- 
5 muſt be guilty of groſs Folly, or groſs Ab- 
urdity. ES. p EE: 

Bus whether This be the Meaning of this 
difficult Paſſage or not, I cannot but obſerve, 
that when St. Paul apologized for himſelf be- 
fore Felix, his Language was the ſame as it was 
here ---- This I anf, that I hope towards God, 
that there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
B 3 both 
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both of the Fuſt and Unjuſt. Acts xxiv. 13. He 
certainly intended, an univerſal Reſurrection of 
all Mankind for as by Man came Death, ſo 
alſo by Man came the Reſurrection of the Dead. 
1 Cor. xv. 21. 

If we look into our Saviour's Preaching,” He 
never calls this otherwiſe than the Reſurrection, 
or the Reſurreclion of, or, from the Dead. Thus, 
But as touching the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
have ye not read Matt. xxii. 31. The Queſtion 
put to him was, In the Reſurrection whoje Wife 
ſhall ſhe be? And his Anſwer was, ----- In the 
Reſurrection they neither marry, nor are given in 
Marriage. They were certain of the Sadducees 
(who deny that there is auy Reſurrection) Lake 
xx. 27. who put the Queſtion to our Lord, 
In the — whoſe _ of them is 2 2 
And the Anſwer of our Lord is ---- They which 
ſhall be accounted wdtthy to obtain that World, and 
the Reſurrection from the Dead ---- are the Chil- 
dren of the Reſurrection. Now that the Dead are 
raiſed, Sc. ver. 35, 36, 37. When the Apo- 
ſtles went to preach the Goſpel in the World, 
they taught in ſuch a manner, that the Saddu- 
cees were grieved that they preached through Jeſus 
the Reſurrection from the Dead. As iv. 2. And 
when the Philoſophers at Athens heard St. Paul 
preaching Jeſus and the Reſurrection, Ads xvii. 
18. they plainly enough underſtood him as preach- 
ing The Reſurrection of the Dead, ver. 32. And 
as to St. Paul's own ſelf, His great Endeavour 
was, that He might attain The Reſurrection of 
the Dead, Phil. iii. 11. And I have already 
obſerved, that when he laid down the firſt Princi- 
ples of the Doctrines of Chriſt, One was 7 be 
Reſurretiion of = Dead, Heb. G 
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It may appear ſtrange, that ſo often as men- 
tion is made of the Reſurre#ion of the Dead 
in the New Teſtament, not once is there any 
mention of the Reſurrection of the Body, or 
of the Fleſh. To raiſe the Dead occurs, Matt. 
x. 8. Als xxvi. 8. to raiſe up us, 1 Cor. vi. 14. 
2 Cor. iv. 14. The Dead are raiſed up, Matr. 
xi. 5. To raiſe from the Dead, or the Dead /ba!! 
be raiſed up incorruptible, 1 Cor. xv. 52. Burt 
ſtill he Body, or Fleſh, is never mentioned as to 
be raiſed again. We have indeed Notice taken 
of our waiting for the Adoption, viz. the Re- 
demption of our Body, Thy $m\urego Y c- 
nere nuav, Rom. viii. 23. But as this re- 
| lates to That State of Happineſs which we are 
now hoping for, and which we are hereafter to 
enjoy, it is not a Reſurrection of our Bodies, 
but a Freedom or Deliverance from the Bodies 
that we bear about us, that the Apoſtle 
has in view. And indeed when the Queſtion 
was put concerning the Reſurreltion, ( which 
was thought by ſome as impoſſible as to make 
twice Two equal to Twenty) when the Que- 
ſtion was --- With what Body ſhall they come? 
the Apoſtle does not anſwer, that Men ſhall riſe 
with their preſent Bodies, or in the Fleſb which 


they bore about them, either in their Lives, 


or at their Deaths, but he treats the curious En- 


quirer with no great Compliment, and anſwers, 


Thou Fool, and adds, That God will give us ſuch 
a Body as he thinks proper on fuch Occafion, 1 Cor. 
Xv. 3638. CAA 
There is indeed one Text which fays, that 
Chriſt is the Saviour of the Body, Eph. v. 23. 
But the Apoſtle is not there ſpeaking of the Body 
of Fleſh which at preſent we all bear about us, 
but of a Body Myſtical or Political, of which 
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Chriſt is the Head, viz. the Church. He is 
the Saviour of all Chriſtians, whom he came to 
ſave from all their Sins. And, in another 
Epiſtle, the ſame Apoſtle aſſures the Romans 


. if the Spirit of him that. raiſed up- Jeſus 


from the Dead, dwell in you, He that raiſed up 
Chriſt from the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your mor- 


tal Bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you, Rom. 


viii. 11. But Here too the Apoſlle is not 
ſpeaking of the Reſurrection at the laſt Day, but 
concerning what was to be done at preſent; not 
of what was to happen after our Deaths, but 
of what we are to do. before our Souls are ſe- 
parated from our Bodies. To. be carnally-minded,, 
ſays he, is Death; but to be ſpiritually-minded, 
7s Life and Peace --- But you [Believers in Chriſt ] 
are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo be 
that the Spirit of God. dwelleth. in you. And if 
Chriſt be in you, the Body is dead becauſe of Sin, 
but the Spirit is Life, becauſe of Righteouſneſs. But 


F the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from, the 


Dead [i. e. the Spirit of God] dwell in you, ver. 7 
he that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, ſhall alſo 
quicken your mortal Bodies, i. e. make you mor- 
tify the Deeds of the Body, ver. 13. and live ac+ 
cording to the Spirit, or mind the things of the Spt- 

rit, whilit you are here upon Earth. _ 1 
The Doctrine then of the Goſpel being thus 
uniform concerning the Reſurrefion of, or, from 
the Dead, the Apoſtles never required the Be- 
lief of any particular Modys, or Manner of it : 
They never ſaid any thing of a Reſurrection of 
the Fleſb, nor Body; but left ſuch Matters to be 
found out in after-times. - Whatever might be 
the Notions of uninſpired Men, either, that 
there was to be a Reſurrection of the Fleſb, or 
of ſome ſort of Body ſpiritualiſed, yet acting | 


: (#3 

of this was made an Article of Faith, or was in- 
ſerted into any public Creed, or required of any: 
Convert to be profeſſed, in order to Baptiſm. 
And if we paſs from the New Teſtament, Barna-. 
has and Clemens of Rome, mention no more than 
the Reſurreftion ; and not any particular Modus of 
it, or the Reſurrection of the Fleſb, vide Barnabas, 
c. XxX1, Clemens, c. xX1v. Clemens indeed in his 2d. 
Epiſtle, mentions the Reſurrection of the Fleſh : 
But that is allowed to. be not genuine. Inatius 
too ſpeaks as the Scriptures do.---The Father will 
raiſe up us. Ep. ad Trallianos. And in the lar- 
r Epiſtle to the Epheſians, he ſpeaks of the Re- 
urrection ix _vexpay, from the Dead: But he never 
8 any thing of a Reſurrection af the 
But ſoon after this the L changed in 
Chriſtian Writers, and Juſtin Aar tells — 
Chriſt hall come a ſecond Time, as the Prophets 
bad foretold, when Ta owpara dvaypa Tavruy 
Tv yevoutvev avlpuruy; He ſhall raiſe the Bodies 
of all Men that have been, p. 87. This was Fu- 
ſtin's Opinion; but it was not in any Baptiſmal 
Creed : For he tells us of no other Article, but 
that all were baptiſed, i dy5puaros Tov Tdlpsc . 
wy X Heomolou becb, x, owinpos nuwv Tnood yprood, 
„ Tlvivuaros ayiouy, in the Name of God the Fa- 
iber and Lord of all Things, and of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, p. 34. And 
hence it is, that he ſpeaks of Jeſus as the Son of 
the true God, you dylov Ts wiws Sod, and tells us 
in what Rank or Order they placed him, xa} zv 
lips yore Toe, Holding him in the ſecond 
Place, and the prophetic Spirit in the Third. Fuft. 

Apol. 2%, p. 60. But he takes no Notice of any 
Article of any Creed as containing the Notion of 
the ReſurreFion of the Fleſh, whatever his _ 
- phi- 


\ 


WINE. 


her and dan mentions the Refurreltion twice n his 
Epiſtle. to the Philippians, c. ii. 3. In the former 
Place it is, naar pet, be will raiſe 0 us: In 
the Second it is, that Chriſt promiſed, * ius 
. zn vixpay, 70 ruiſe up us from the Dead. And in 
this he ſpeaks as the Scriptures do. But then 
in the Epiſtle of the Church of Smyrna, that 
gives an Account of his Martyrdom, a Prayer 
of the Martyrs is recited, wherein he mentions 
the Refurrettion of eternal Life, Soul, and Boch, 
e&v acaotv gat Alvis, Poxnñ tre , var. But 
by the Time when this tter was wrote, the 
Notion ſeems to have prevailed among Chri- 
ſtians, that the Body was to be raiſed, tho? it 
was not yet got into any of their Creeds. © For 
foon after the Middle of the ſecond Century, Diſ- 
putes aroſe about the Reſurrection, the -Heathens 
objecting to the Poſſibility of it, and the — 
ans endeavouring to — the Obj 
met with. The Enqu — ets 
was to be a Reſurrecti _ 6-0 the (Sou? alone, 'or. 
of the whole Man, conlifting, of Buch and Son? 
And then a ſecond Queſtion was, Whether the 
Fleſh, the very Fleſh ue _ we bear about us, 
was to be ruiſed — : | 
The Writers of that Mime l extant, con- 
tended for the 1 be Fleſh, together 
with the Soul. bilus Biſhop of Antioch tells 
Antolichus, (a learned Heathen who had wrote 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion) dvaytipe: den Thy 
oapxa advaytloy rv Th ＋ vy & bes. God raiſes 
up the Fleſh, and makes it immortal with the Soul, 
p. 74. And Athenageras Wrote a peculiar Tract 
on this Subject, and pleads that 25% Man conſiſt- 


ing of Boch and Soul, is to be — Main — 
there 


* 


a 
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there does not appear to be any Cried which eſta- 
bliſhed ſuch a Doctrine. For whatever private 
Perſons might imagine to be true, was not in- 
ſtantly to be profeſſed as an Article of Faith, ne- 
ceſfary to be believed in order'to Baptiſm. 

The next in Point of Time is Fenæus, if he 
be not more properly cotemporary with Theophi- 
lus and Athanagoras; for Irenzus publiſhed his 
Books againſt Herefles, A. D. 176, or 177. And 
Athanagoras's Apology was wrote about two or three 
Years after; and Theopbilus's Tract was wrote about 
170. There are in Ireneus a ſhorter and a lon- 
Lege Para 7 of the grand Principles of tlie 

rawn up almoſt Sie Creeds.” But as they 
— agree in Words, nor conſiſt of the Jane 
Articles, but differ in many Inſtances, they can- 
not be looked upon as Cretds of any Church, but 
as Summaries of the Doctrines of Chriſtianiry, 
drawn up in this Author's own Form. The Thofter 
Summary ſeems to be moſt like a Creed, as it 
contains the Doctrine which many barbarous 
« Nations, diligently keeping the antient Tradi- 
4 tionꝰ obſerve as their Rule, © Believing in 
c one God Maker of Heaven and Earth, and 
„ of all Things in them by Chriſt Jeſus the Soh 
of God, who thro' his moſt eminent Love to- 
„ Wards his Creature, underwent that Genera- 
„ tion which was of a Virgin, he by himſelf 
< utiiting Man to Gbd, and aving ſuffered un- 
der Pontius Pilate, and being roſe again, and 
<< taken up in Splendor, will come again in Glory, 
« a Saviour of them that are ſitved, and a Judge 
e of them that are judged, ſending into eternal 
'v Fire the Perverters of Truth, and the Deſpi- 
* ſers of his Father, and of his own Coming 
_ again. I, ili. e 


os 


In 


ether together all Things, and to raiſe up ali 


ry 
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In unum Deum credentes fabricatorem cel S 
terre & omnium que in eis ſunt per Chriſtum Feſum 


Diei Filium. Qui propter eminentiſſimam erga Fig- 


mentum ſuum dilettionem, cam que eſet ex Virgine 
Generationem ſuſtinuit, ipſe per ſe hominem adunans 
Deo, & paſſus ſub Pontio Pilato, & reſurgens, & in 


claritate receptus, in gloria venturus Salvator eorum 
qui ſalvantur & judex eorum qui judicantur, & mittens 
in ignem æternum transfiguratores veritatis & con- 
temptores Patris ſui & adventus ejus. Irenæ, lib. 


i. Cc. OILY ; E 
In this Summary of Chriſtian Doctrines we find 
no Notice taken of the Reſurrection of the Fleſb, 
or Body, at all: Nor indeed of any Reſurrection, 
further than as it may be inferred from Chriſt being 
a Judge and Avenger of ſuch as deſerve Puniſh- 


ment or Reward. And indeed, it is a defedtive 


Repreſentation of the antient Creed, as it takes 
no Notice of the Holy Ghoſt, notwithſtanding it 


contains a fuller Expoſition-of ſome Points than 


was originally taught. 
In the other and larger Account. of what he 


ſays the Chureh received from the Apoſtles and 
their Diſciples, he is much more explicit. Eis ive 


Otov TAlipa, Sc. The Church received a Faith 
* in One God the Father Almighty, the Maker 


of Heaven and Earth and Seas, and all Things 


<« in them, and in one Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
4 God, who became Fleſh for our Salvation; 
* and in the Holy Ghoſt who preached by the 
< Prophets the Diſpenſations, and the Comings, 
« and Generation of the Virgin, and the Paſſion, 
and the Reſurrection from the Dead, and the 


| « Aſſumption of the beloved Chriſt Jeſus Our 


Lord in the Fleſh, and his coming from the 
% Heavens in the Glory of the Father, to ga- 


Fleſh 


(13] 

Sx 8 y 4 7 
& Fleſb of all Men, that to Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
* and God, and Saviour, and King, according to 


the good Pleaſure of the inviſible Father, every 


Knee ſhould bend of Things in Heaven, and 
Things on Earth, and Things under the Earth, 
© and every Tongue ſhould confeſs to him, and 
„that he may do a right Judgment in all: The 
* ſpiritual Things of Wickedneſs, and the An- 
gels that cranfireſſed and have been in Apo- 
155 ſtacy, and the Impious, and Unjuſt, and Tranſ- 
“ greſſors, and Blaſphemers, he may ſend into 


« everlaſting Fire, but to the Juſt and Holy, 


and Obſervers of his Commands, and to ſuch 


as continue from the Beginning in the Love 


* of him, or repent, granting Life, he may 
give Incorruption, and. veſt them with ever- 
e laſting Glory.” Irene. lib. i. c. 2: 

In this longer Paraphraſtical Account of the 
Doctrines received from the Apoſtles and their 
“ Diſciples,” there are ſeveral Articles which 
were never put into any Baptiſmal Creed. Many 

articular Doctrines are here ſaid to be preached 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which a Candidate for Baptiſin 
Was never required to profeſs at that Time. The 
Reſurrettion of the Fleſh began now to be a cur- 
rently received Doctrine; but yet it was left out 
of the ſhorter Summaries; whereas all fundamen- 
tal Doctrines were neceſſarily inſerted into the 
Creeds. But when Men collected their own Sen- 
_ timents, and at large recited ſuch Things as 
ſuited their particular Purpoſes, they put into 
ſuch Summaries whatever they thought proper, 
and did not confine themſelves to the Preciſion of 

a Creed. 

And this we find to be the Caſe of Tertullian, 
he has done exactly the ſame as Irenzus did; he 
has drawn up no leſs than zhree F _— = 

| Faith; 


= — * we * 
abr 


© 74 


14} | 
Faith; and in ce of theſe no Mention is made. 
of the Reſurre#ion of the Fleſh, tho' that Article 
appears in the other two, It is plainly an 1 4 
rence drawn from the Doctrines taught in thoſe 
Times about the Reſurrection, and not an Article 
of any public Creed. For when this Writer 
comes to conſider, Quo titulo ſpes ita præſcripta 


* 


fit.--On what Authority the Hoge of the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Fleſh was founded? He anſwers, Unum. 


* 


opinor apud omnes egittum Dei pendet, Reſurrettio: 


mortuorum, ' The Declaration of God is but one to 
all, the ener of the Dead, Tert. de Reſur. 
carnis, c. xviil. e RE! 3 
In his Book againſt Praxeas, Tertullian recites 
what he ſays he akvays believed, viz. © In uni- 
cum Deum---unici Dei fit & Filius Sermo ipſius 
85 þ ny ex ipſo proceſſerit, per quem omnia fa-. 
cc , 


ſunt & ſine quo, factum eſt nihil. Hunc 


* gu + * 


e miſſum a Patre in Virginem, & ex ea natum 
<« hominem & Deum, Frum hominis & filium 
Dei, & cognominatum Jeſum Chriſtum. Hunc 
<< paſſum, hunc mortuum, & ſepultum ſecun- 


* 


ſec 
dum Scripturas, & reſuſcitatum a Patre, & in 
atis, 


«© cælos reſumptum, ſedere ad dextram 
<< venturum judicare vivos & mortuos, qui ex- 
einde miſerit ſecundum promiſſionem ſuam a 
« Patre Spiritum Sanctum, Paracletum, Sancti- 
„ ficatorem fidei eorum qui credunt in Patrem & 


Filium & Spiritum Sanctum.“ i. e. He believed 
< in one God,---and that his Word was the Son 


„of the one God; who, proceeded from him; 
<< by whom all Things were made, and without 
*© whom nothing was made. [He believed] that 


he was ſent by or from tae Father into the. 


< Virgin, and from her was born Man and God, 


the Son of Man, and the Son of God, and 
< named Jeſus Chriſt, That he ſuffered, His: 
; F FE 2 * Ne 
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e he died, that he was buried, che Kuß to the 
« Seriptures, and raiſed up by the Father, and 
taken up into Heaven, fits. at the right 
„ Hand of the Father, will come to judge the 
«© Quick and Dead : Who, from thence ſent ac- 
« cording to his Promiſe from the Father, the 
« Holy Ghoſt the Paraclet, the Sanctifier of their 

Faith, who, believe in the Father, and Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt.“ Tertull, adv. Praxeam. c. 1. 

Tertullian tells us, that this Doctrine was the 
general Doctrine that had been taught among 
Chriſtians from the Beginning, < Tanc reg 
<« lam ab initio Evangelii decucurriſſe, etiam ante 
Th 9 quoſque hæreticos, nedum ante Praxeam 
«« heſternum.” That his Rule had been obſerved 
t and adhered to from the very Beginning of the 
* Goſpel; that it was prior to all Heretics, that had 
„been in, the, Chriſtian Church, not to ſay Praxeas 
<« that was. but as Yeſterday.” Every one myſt 
ſee that in this Rule, no mention is made of the 


* natum ex Virgine Maria, crucifixum ſub Pon- 
e tio. Pilato, tertia die reſuſcitatum a mortuis, 
c receptum in cælis, ſedentem nunc ad dextram 
Patris, venturum judicare viyos & mortuos 
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ce 2 carnis etiam Reſurrectionem.“ * To be- 
& lieve in one God, Almighty, Maker of the 
& World, and in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, born of the 
& Virgin Mary, crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
& the third Day raiſed from the Dead, taken 
„ up into Heaven, now ſitting - at the right 
& Hand of the Father, will come to judge the 
& Quick and Dead, even by the Reſurrection of 
„ the Fleſh,” cap. 1. This Rule of Faith he 
calls unalterable, not to be amended, immobilis & 


irreformabilis; and indeed this has more the Ap- 
pearance of a true Symbol, than any of the others 


which Tertullian has recited. But yet thoſe Words, 
Per carnis etiam Reſurrefionem, even by the Reſur- 
rection of the Fleſh, are ſo manifeſt an addi- 
tional Explication of the preceeding Words, the 
Dead, that if we admit this to have been the 
Creed of the African Church, yet ſtill the Eæpli- 
cation muſt be ſtruck out as no Part of the 
Creed, But what evinces it not to have been a 
Creed at all, is, that here is no mention of the 
Holy Ghoſt, a Doctrine univerſally taught to all 
that profeſſed Chriſtianity; and which Tertullian 
enlarges upon in this very Treatiſe afterwards. 
Nor is his third Form, or Rule of Faith, which 
he lays down in his Book De Preſcriptione Here- 
ticorum, any Creed of any Church, but only a 
Summary of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, drawn 
up by himſelf, that his Adverſaries might ſee 
and know what it was that he undertook to de- 
fend. This was---< Unum omnino Deum eſſe; 
<« nec alium præter Mundi conditorem, qui uni- 
** verſa de nihilo produxerit per verbum ſuum 
te primo omnium demiſſum. Id verbum Filium 
5 ejus appellatum, in nomine Dei varie viſum a 
« Patriarchis, in Prophetis ſemper auditum, po- 
« ſtremo delatum ex Spiritu Patris Dei & vir- 
1 | | © tute, 


Fa 


(i 1 
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. küte, in Virginem Mariam, tarnem factum in 


< utero ejus, & ex ea natum egiſſe Jeſum Chri- 
„ ſtum, exinde prædicaſſe novam legem, & no- 
vam promiſſionem regni cœlorum: Virtutes 


( feciſſe: fixum cruci: tertia die reſurrexiſſe; in 
* ccelos ereptum ſediſſe ad dextram Patris; mi- 


ſiſſe vicariam vim Spiritus Sancti qui creden- 


<< tes agat; venturum cum claritate ad ſumendos 
*fanctos in vitæ æternæ & promiflorum cœleſ- 


tium fructum, & ad profanos adjudicandos 
© jpni perpetuo, facta utriuſque partis reſuſcita- 
tionè cur carnis reſtitutione.“ c. 13. There is 
but one God; no other beſides the Maker of the 
World, «who produced all Things out of nothing, by 
his Word firſt of all ſent down. That Werd being 
called his Son, was in the Name of God in diffe- 
rent Manners ſeen by the Patriarchs, always heard 
in the Prophets, laſtly, of the Spirit and Power of 
God the Father, brought into the Virgin Mary, 
made Fleſh in ber Womb, and being born of her he- 
came Jeſus Chriſt : From that Time preached the 


new Law and new Promiſe of the Kingdom of Ha- 


ven; worked Miracles, was crucified, roſe again 
the third Day, being taken into Heaven, he ſat at 
the right Hand of the Father, he fent the Poway 
of the Holy Ghoſt to af in bis Place, uubo fhould 
operate on Believers ; be was to come in Glory to take 
the Holy to the Enjoyment of Life eternal, and tte 


Happineſs of Heaven, and to judge the Wicked 1 


everlaſting Fire. Both Parts of us being raiſed 
up, with the Reſtoration of the Fleſh  _ 
Tertullian in this Place undertakes to prove, that 
this Rule was inſtituted by Chrift, and that among 
Chriſtians, there were no Debates or Controverſies 
about theſe Things, unleſs what Heręſies bad intro- 
duced, and ſuch as made Men Heretics. Hæc 
<« regula a Chriſto, CENA inftituta ; w_ 
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e Jas habet apud nos queſtiones, niſi quas here- 
« ſes inferunt, & que hæreticos faciunt.” ibid. 
Upon theſe ſeveral Formula's of Faith one can- 
„%% 
1. The Expreſſions made Uſe of, are ſo diffe- 
rent in the Articles which correſpond together in 
Senſe, that either none of them was the eſtabliſh- 
ed Creed of the Church, made Uſe of at the 
Admiſſion of Proſelytes to Baptiſm ; or if one of 
them was, it is impoſſible to ſay which was. It 
cannot be this Laſt, which he ſays was, inflituted 
by Chriſt , for Chriſt never inſtituted ſuch Creed: 
Nor did Chriſt ever teach any thing about the 
Reſtoration of the Fleſh, Nor could it be the Se- 
cond,” becauſe there is no mention of the Holy 
 Ghitinit: And if we admit the t Formula, 
that has ſaid nothing about the Reſurrection of 
the Fleſh. The Truth is, Tertullian delivered in 
his own Words what he took to, be the Senſe or 
general Doctrines among Chriſtians ;. and as he 
was a zealous Aſſertor of the Ręſurrectian of the 
Fleſh, and had wrote profeſſedly for that Notion, 
it is not to be wondered at, that he ſhould treat 
this Opinion as a Doctrine of Chriſtianity, tho 
it was no more than his own Euplication of the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, in his warm Way made 
to be an Inſtitution of Chriſf z. 
2. It is certain, that the Controverſy about the 
13 of the FLESH, did not begin till the 
Middle, or near the End of the Second Cen- 
tury: And then, as Philoſophers objected to the 
Refurrefion itſelf from the common Topics, 
How could Fleſh, devoured by Beaſts. or Fiſhes, and 
| thus become Parts of thoſe, Animals 3 of perhaps re. 
duced by Fire ta Aſhes, or diſperſed by Seas and 
Rivers, ze reſtored ? Athenagoras, and Theophilus, 
and Terpullan, undertook. a Defence of this Ne 


tion; 


„ 

tion; and taught, that it was no ways beyond 
the Power of Almighty God to reſtore to every 
one the Fleſb he once had. How far they ſuc- 
ceeded, is not the Point at preſent : They might 
have ſhewn, that the Reſarrefion of the Fleſp is 
no where taught in Scripture : The Reſurrection 
of the Dead, is no Ways liable to any of the 
Difficulties which the other Notion may be liable 
to. For may there not be a Reſurrection of the 
Dead, without the Reſurrection of Fl 2 May 
not the dead Perfon be raiſed to Life, and have a 
Body given to him ſuitable to the Place he is to 
have? May not the hbjnking, conſcious Perſon 
be reſtored, tho' he has not that reſtored which 
has no Thought, nor Conſcionſmeſa belonging to it? 
And why ſhould Chriſtianity be encumber'd with 
Notions that the Scriptures have not ſo much as 
once mentioned ? But theſe Men beginning, others 
followed; and at length, it grew to be the Do- 
Ctrine of the Church; but it was not inſerted into 
any Creed, till long after theſe Times; nor did 
it make a diſtinct Article of Faith, as now it 
does, how ſtrenuouſly ſoever it was defended by 
the greateſt Advocates in thoſe Days. 

Nothing material to this Point paſſed from this 
Time till Origen, about the Year 240, or there- 
abouts: And in his Works we meet with ſome 
Inſtances of Creeds, in which one might expect 
to find an Article relative to the Reſurrection of 

the Body or Fleſb, had any Baptiſmal Creed con- 
| tained fuch Article. In his Commentary on 
St. John, he gives us this Form; Ipwrov, ſays 
he, Ti5eVoov bs tis ig 6 Dios ö Ta maura i e, 
% xa Taprivas, x Toons In TE un bvroc his T9 
& vai T& Tavle yu d N mifiviv ors xupios Ingods 
X-“ x, do Th Tipi dJlod xava Th Seb rr 
1 ava purorhTa dNndiig* Ott di eis rò d ẽ 
| ES © —_— eben 
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155vety TL xa} br. n 
uv O' ofs apapravouer Tinuwne)a dt i ofs w 
pee. Believe that there is one God, who 
& created all Things, and direfts and made all 


« Things from not being to be. You muſt believe 


&* #00 that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord; and to every 
& Truth concerning him, both as to his Divinity and 
« bis Humanity. You muſt alſo believe in the Holy 
« Ghoſt; and that we being free Agents, ſhall be 
«© puniſhed for our Sins, and ſhall be rewarded for 
„ thoſe Things that we do well.“ Origen. Com. 
in Johan. Tom. 2. p. 397. This is not indeed 
a direct proper Creed, but yet as the great Arti- 
cles into which all Chriſtians were baptized, vi. 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and the Belief 
of future Puniſhments and Rewards is ſo di- 
ſtinctly recited ; and no mention is made of a 
Reſurrection of any Body or Fleſh, one may rea- 
ſonably infer, that no Creed in his Time contained 
any ſuch Notion. | 42, 0 | 
There is another Treatiſe, ſaid to be Origen's, 
and wrote againſt the Marcionites, in which the 
riter ſets down a direct Form of Creed, juſt as 
Tertullian had done, that it might appear in one 
View, what he deſigned to maintain, or make 
good. It ſtands thus. Eva 0gov u, x1snv * dnui- * 


. — / 1 — 
coup TOv anasluy tvai πᷓi˙,,˖iëͤe, K Tov is du 


0:0v No, Guogotor, dit Bla, % in io yarav H 
avlpwroy ix Mapiac davaraBorra, xat T&1o roup-' 
bi/la xat avagasla ix vexpiy, IIS EY 5-1, To d, 
TveVuart THO an ow. i. e. I have believed that 
there is one God, the Creator and Maker of all 
Things: And God the Word, from him, conſubſtan- 
tial, ever exiſting, and in the laſt Times taking Man 
of Mary, him crucified, and riſen from the Dead. I 
believe alſo in the Holy Ghoſt, who always is. Orig. 
8. p. 3. ISR n 
N _ One 


. 1221 
One Part of this Debate is about the Ręſurrec- 
tion, wherein Marinus a Bardgſianiſt contends, that 
not the Body we bear about us, a fluctuating Sub- 
ſtance, different from itſelf at different Ages, but 
ſpiritual Bodies, or rather the Soul alone, will riſe. 
Adamantius, i. e. Origen all the Way inſiſts on 
it, that the very Body which encompaſſes us, is to 
ariſe. There is nothing in the Creed recited, any 
Ways relative. to the Reſurrefion, except it be 
that Chriſt aroſe, 3x vexpwy, from the Dead. And 
if there had been in the. uſual Forms of the Creed, 
into which Proſelytes or others were baptized, 
any ſuch Article as the Reſurrection of the Fleſh, 
it is very probable that Adamantius would have 
put it into his Creed: (eſpecially ſince ſo great a 
Part of this Dialogue turned upon this Subject. 
But inſtead of that, this Creed ends as the Creeds 
of thoſe Days did, (and even many Years after) 
with the Belief of the Holy Ghoſt. But as this 
Creed has certain Marks of later Times in it, 
what Regard is due to it, is left to the Reader's 
| Judgment. TEE N OY nes 5 
I proceed next to Cyprian, who does not take 
any Notice of any ſuch Article as the Reſarrec- 
tion of the Fleſh in the Baptiſmal Creed of his 
Time. He has in two ſeyeral Places taken No- 
tice, of the Queſtion put to the Perſon to be bap- 
tized, << Credis Remiſſionem Peccatorum, & Vi- 
tam eternam per Sanctam Eccleſiam ?** Do you 
believe Remiſſion of Sins, and Life everlaſting 
thro the Holy Church? Ep. 69. And again, Cre- 
« dis in Vitam eternam, & remiſſionem peccato- 
rum per ſanctam Eccleſiam? Do you believe 
in Life everlaſting, and Remiſſion of Sins thro* the 
Holy Church? Ep. 70. Edit. Fell. Here we firſt 
meet with this new, Article of Remiſſion of Sins 
thro' the Holy Church; and by the Manner of 
8 . C 3 put- 
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1 22 J 
putting it to the Catechumen, this was an Arti- 
cle of the Creed: but he never mentions the Re- 
ſurrection of the Hleſb as in the Creed; nor did it 
in his Time ſtand in the Place that afterwards it 
obtained, between the Article of Forgiveneſs of 


Sins, and, Life everlaſting. It ſeems to have been 


believed currently enough by particular Perſons, 


but not yet taken into any Creed. 


About the Times of Cyprian, i. e. about 250, 
flouriſhed that great Man Gregory Biſhop of Neo- 
ce/area, or Thaumaturgus,. famed for the many 
Miracles he is ſaid to have worked; he has given 


us a Creed, ſaid to have come down from Hea- 


ven. The Virgin Mary, it ſeems, put St. John 
the Evangeliſt upon explaining to young Gregory, 
the Myſtery of Gadlineſs : And the Apoſtle was 
very ready to gratify the 'Vargin, and Gregory in- 
ſtantly committed what was ſaid to Writing. 
The Formula of Faith is very preciſe and minute, 
as to what we are to believe concerning the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; but there is not 


a Word concerning the Reſurrection of the Fleſb, 
or even the Reſurredtion of Chriſt himſelf. See 
the Creed in Gregory Nyſſenes Life of Thaumatur- 
gus, vdl. ii. p. 346. but it is needleſs to tran- 
ſcribe a Thing that manifeſts itſelf to be a Dream 
or a Forgery, after the Times of the Won- 
.der-worker. If the People of Neacæſarca, 10 
ſtrictly adhered to this Form of Words, as Gre- 
87 of Mya aſſures us, it is evident, that they 
had not any one Word in their Creed about the 
Reſurrection of the Fleſh. 51 

I come next to the Fourth Century, when the 
Arian Controverſy began; and the firſt Creed 


that here occurs, was that drawn up by Alauan- 


der of Alexandria, and ſent by him to Alexander 
of Byzantium; it was a circular Letter, very long, 
8 very 


23 


very full of Complaints againſt Arius, and his 
Notions, and very full of angry Zeal;-it was 
wrote A. D. 318. And herein he ſays We be- 
lieve a Neſurrection from the Dead, whoſe Firſt 
Fruits was our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, —who in the End 
of Ages came down to Men to take away Sins, who 
was crucified and dead without any Imminution of 
the Divinity itſelf, roſe from the Dead, aſcended into 
Heaven, and fitteth at the right Hand of the Ma- 
h. I will give you here the Words of this 
Prelate, ſo far as the preſent Debate is concerned. 
Thv in vexpyy Aja: oi tidape ns drapyn yiyore 
r hes Inoss Xpisds, oma Pophons dNnSus xz 
od oxnout iy, ve Drorox0u Maplac, int ovfl:xeig rd 
 E1Wvwy eig Dirne ajaglias iminunoas TW Yaver 
dN po aupaudits x, droFavm, dn ob dt 
rdura ThIs fours $ornlos nÞ lay r, avaſt 
{x v8xpwy, avannÞs iv ovpavois, xadnuivor iv e 
ric (sYadoduvns. Theodorit. Lib. 1.c. 4. 
The Debates about Arian/m were carried on 
for ſeveral Years together, Alexander not only 
writing particular Letters to all the Biſhops he 
knew, to get them to ſubſcribe to his Opinions, 


but ywriting common circular Letters to all he 
could, to engage them in his Party, at length 


; 12 famous Council of Mice was called A. D. 325. 

The Creed there eftabliſhed was remarkably can- 
vaſſed; and as if it had been ſent: from Heaven 
to thoſe 318 Fathers, it was made the Standard 
of true Faith Tor many Years; It ran in theſe 
Words, © I believe in one God the Father al- 
c mighty, Maker of all Things yiſible and in- 
„ viſible, and in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Son of 
« God, begotten of the Father, only begotten, 
that is of the Subſtance of the Father, God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten not made, of one Subſtance 
e C4 © « with 
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with the Fathir, by whom all Things were 


% made both thodsi in Heaven and thoſe in Earth, 
4 who for us Men and for our Salvation, came 
% down from Heaven, and was incarnate and 
« was made Man: he ſuffered and roſe again 
the third Day, and aſcended into Heaven, and 
% will come again to Judge the Quick and 
Dead, and in the Holy Ghoſt.” This was all 
the Creed. Then there follow ſome Anathema's 
againſt Arius and his Followers; but as to the 
Reſurrection of the Fleh, there is not one Word, 
nor was it yet an Article of the Creed. 
Whilſt this Council was ſitting, 2 great 

Debates were carrying on, occaſioned by ſome 
unſcriptural Expreſſions and Notions uſed on 
both Sides, I mean by Arius on the one Side, 
and by the Nicene Fatbers themſelves on the 
other, Enſebius , recited a Creed, * Ne rapedego- 
er UTo r red iudr Lr ονοο0, Kat iv Th Tpwry 
ner nx ige, xai dre To NouTpey aueh, a 
a TOY Daley YpaQay luiua ynopsy, % ws ty 
aur) T6) peo Ur Spi, e Th TIOKOTY. rige EA 


TEX dd doxoper, i. e. % As he had received it 
from Biſhops who lived before him, and as he had 


F* been inſtructed at firſt when he was initiated in- 
to Chriſtianity, and as when he was baptized, 
sand as be bad learnt from the Holy Scriptures, 
and as he believed and taught both when he was 
** a Preſbyter and when he was a Biſhop.” He 
then recites his Creed; which tho' in ſome. 
Words little varying from the Creed profeſſed by 
the Nicene E 2 yet it has not the leaſt Word 
concerning the Ręſurrection of tbe Fleſh. It con- 

tains no more than the zhree great Articles of 


the Chriſtian Faith, viz. a Belief in one God, 


the Father almighty, Maker of all Things viſible 
ad A and in one Lord Jeſus e ow. 


TY 


| Ward of God, and that be died and ſuffered for 
. - us, and aſcended into Heaven, and will come 10 
bs udge the Quick and Dead; and in the Holy 
Ghoſt, NN each of mo to be truly ſubſiſt- 
in 
W it is proper to give this Creed fully 
in his own Words, becauſe this was the Creed 
Euſebius was baptized into, and which he con- 


ſtantly «ſed himſelf, and which he declared to con- 


tain his true Senſe, and in which he would continue 
to his Lives End, as be called God and Jefus Chriſt 
to Witneſs. © We believe in one God, the Fa- 
„ther Almighty, Maker of all Things viſible 
and inviſible: And in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« the Word of God, God of God, Light of 
Light, Life of Life, the only begotten 
Son, the firſt born of every Creature, be- 
* gotten of God the Father before all Ages, 
„ by. whom all Things were made. Who for 
% our Salvation became incarnate, and converſed 
+ among Men, who ſuffered and roſe again the 
c third Day, he aſcended to the Father, and will 
come again to judge both the Quick and Dead. 
We believe alſo in one Holy Ghoſt. And 
« each of theſe to be and exiſt, the Father to be 
« truly a Father, the Son to be truly a Son, and 
* the Holy Ghoſt truly a Holy Ghoſt, as our 
Lord when he ſent his Diſciples to preach, ſaid, 
& Go teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
% the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghoſt.” Ni- 

„lib. viii. c. 22. Socra. I. 1. c. 8. It is 
needleſs to tranſcribe this Creed in its Original, 
fince there is not a Word about the Reſurrefion 
of either Body or Fleſp in it, nor had that Article 
hitherto obtained a Place in the Creed, as it now 
in a aun Time began to Go. 


Arius 
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 Atigs was depoſed upon what paſſed at the 
Council of Mice: and ſome Endeavours had 
been uſed to bring him back to Alexandria by 


Euſebius of Nicomedia, and Theognis of Nice. But 


Athanaſius was obſtinate and inflexible. Our Hi- - 
ſtorians tell us, that a certain Preſbyter had inſi- 
nuated into the Emperor's Siſter Conſtantia, how 
much Injuſtice had been done to 4rius by the 
Council of Nice; and that ſhe upon her Death, 
not daring to ſpeak a Word to the Emperor in 
Behalf of Arius, recommends this Preſbyter to 
her Brother, teſtifying his Care and Diligence, 
and religious Regard he had ſhewn to her. This 
Preſbyter, growing in Time into high Favour 
with the Emperor, took an Opportunity 'of ſug- 
geſting to him, that Arixs was really of the ſame 
Opinion with the Nicene Council; chat if he 
would permit him to come into his Preſence, he 
would aſſent to the Council before him: and upon 
this the Emperor wrote a Letter to Arius to come 
to him. This is the ſtory that Socrates has told, 
lib. 1. c. 25. It is much more probable that 
this is not the Truth; but it is not at preſent 
worth while to refute this Fiction. Arius and Eu- 
zuius were brought into the Emperor's Preſence, and 
they delivered to him this Formula of their Faith. 
Tlis*00/47v eis i Diov, Taripa Tavrorparupa*® xat 
#15 xvptov in psy Tov yov eulou, Toy IE dulou mps 
Tavluy T&v A,-.w yeyLunuivoy Ieoy Nbyov, du od Th 
s: TOY KATE DOT xat TaprryDivra x, raFolla, x, 
ivagavla x At ds 18 Epavous xat v 

#0Y0jpueyoy ap Cas X vexpous* Kai eis To d yiov 
Tvebuc xo} eis capnòs d, eic Gun. re HN 
Kovies av, , as Bacieiay dupa van, x, as ficap 
* txyy InxAnolay Tod Des Thy aro vrepc mv Ae 
fc i. e. Wie believe in one God the Father 
| «* Almighty, 


[271] 


«* Almighty, and in Jeſus Chriſt the 2 his Con, 
cc hepotten of bim before all Ages, God the Werd, 
* by hut all Things were made which are in Hea- 
ven, and which are on Earth, who deſcended, 
&« and was incarnate, and ſuffered, and roſe again, 
% and aſcended into Heaven, and will come to. judge 
„ the Quick and Dead, and in the Holy Spirit, and 
4 in the Reſurrection of the Fleſh, and in the Life 
« in the World to come, and in the Kingdom of 
6 Heaven, and in the Catholic Church of God, 
« from one End of the Earth to the other.” So- 
erat. lib. 1. c. 26. 
Here one cannot but blk that this is the 
Firſt Creed wherein we meet with the Reſurre#ion 


ef the Fleſp, inſerted as a diſtinct Article by Aris. 


It was drawn up upon a particular Occaſion, to 
engage the Favour of Conflantine; and if not 
only this Article, but ſome others are profeſſed, 
which never were in any antecedent Creed, it may 
.raiſe a guſt Suſpicion, that ſome Artifice was uſed 
to obtain an Intereſt, or to ſecure it in the Em- 
ꝓperor. This Faith, ſays Arius, we have learnt 
from the Holy. Goſpels : What Faitb does he 
mean? Why truly, what can be Jearnt any 
from what our Lord ſaid to his Diſciples, G 


4 teach all 5 baptizing them in the Name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
* Ghoſt.” Whence then came all the new Arti- 
cles, —The Reſurrefion of the Fleſh, the Cat balic 
-Ghurch of Cod, from one End of the Earth to the 


other - itbe Kingdom of Heaven, the Life in the 


World to n IJ ſay, were theſe Ar- 
-ticles-? The firſt of theſe is no were taught in 
the Scriptures: And this is the firſt Creed in 
Which theſe Articles are prafeſſed: for we ſee Eu- 
ffebiuss Creed, according do which he was bapti- 
zed, and which he uſed . at 1 
others, 


„„ 
others, has no ſuch Articles, nor is it an Arti- 
cle of the Nicene Creed, nor of Mexander's Creed 
at Aexanaria, nor. of Gregory Thaumaturgus's ; 
nor indeed of any Creed in former Times. This 
was therefore a private Creed of Arius; drawn 

up to ſerve a particular Occaſion; and never 
a uſed in the Church as a aptiſinal Creed, and-tho” 
| it contains in it the Article of the Refurretiion 
| of the File, yet that Doctrine did not prevail till 
. after theſe Times, ſo as to be inſerted into any 

public Creeds. However, it muſt be owned, 
that this Creed was approved by a Synod at Je. 
rſalem held in the goth Year of the Reign of 
Conſtantine, A. D. 333, or 336, who in an Sy- 
nodical Epiſtle to the Church at Alexandria, and 
to all the Churches in Egypt, Ec. gave them 
Notice of their receiving Arius, and thoſe of his 
| downs, to eee upon their TY _. 
1 II find in Binius's Councils, Vol. 1. 5512 
4 Mention made of a Roman Synod held Fave 
4 Julius, and one hundred and ſixteen Biſhops; in 
| 
| 


the 4th Year of the Reigns of Conſtantius and 
Canſtans, Oct. 1. Indication 6. wherein a Creed 
is recited, much the ſame with the Nicene, and 
not adding a Word further than I believe in the 

| Holy Ghoſt. But this Council is juſtly ſuſpected 

| to be a forged Council, ſince Julius was raiſed 

| to the Pontificate, A. D. 337. And the 4th Year 

| of Conſtantius and Conſtans was A. D. 343. And 
| Indiction vi. was in the Year 347. Add to | 
this, that according to this pretended. Council, 
Felicianus and Maximianus were Conſuls; Where- 
| : as: Titianus was Conſul with Felicianus in that 
Be Tear. From all this it appears, that this Roman 
1 | Synod was a mere PP at lat k may Ne 

| ju ſuſpected. - 


But 


[a]. 


*- But whatever becomes of this * we are 
ae 


told of a Roman Council held under Pope Ju- 
Aus, in the Year of our Lord, 340, whilſt Aba 
naſius was at Rome, in which his famous Creed 
was publiſned. Baronius fixes it to this Tear; 
and ſo does Brnius: And the former tells us, 
That this Creed, together with the Acts of this 
Synod, was placed among the Archives of the 
Reman Church, and after many Years was there. 
found, and publiſhed to the World. This Creed 
is expreſs in ſaying, At whoſe Coming all Men 
fall riſe again with their Bodies, and ſball give 
Account for ' their own. Works, The great Diffi- 
culty is, How a Creed of this famous Man 
came to he hid ſo long as This did? The 
Truth is, it is now granted by all not to be 
Athanaſius's Compoſition : it is now granted not 
to be of ſo early a Date as Fulius's Days: and 
its lateſt and moſt zealous Defender conceives 
it to be drawn up by Hilary of Arles, very near 
One Hundred Years after the Time to which 


Baronius fixes it, viz. A. D. 429. It is not 


worth the while therefore to enquire further, 
either into the Author, or into his Creed, ſince 


we ſhall find the Article we are in ſearch after to 


be crept into the Weſtern Creeds, before the Times 
of llaty of Whey ETSY » 5 
Whilſt Atbanaſiur was at Rome, ſubmitting 
himſelf and his Cauſe to the Judgment of the 
Pope of Rome, (who had no manner of Juriſ- 
diction over him, or over his Adverſaries) a 


wa% & 


then at Antioch, Athanaſius ſcruples not to call 
TY GLAS vt KS 3 s FS A the 
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They 


They met, and examin 
naſius, and his Return, and his taking Poſſeſ- 


30 


this Emperor, Heretic, and moſt: impious; cgerony 


31a, and aribtoraroy, in his Treatiſe de Synodis, 
p. 870: 894. Though when he wrote his 
Apology to This very Conſtantius, he calls him 
ſyeral times Neo rr, beloved of God : 
and in his Firſt Oration againſt the Arians Seo- 


_ eiClorar@- and qxavlepnrG:, moſt religious and 


humane, p. 288. 555 
N. B. This firſt Oration was wrote near thirty- 
ſix Years after Arius was condemned, i. e. A. D. 
361. weg Tejaxorla x, is iruv. Athan. p. 305. 
88 to be perfectly unprejudiced Per- 
ſons; They diſclaimed the Name of Arians ; 
and they profeſſed an impartial Reſolution to re- 
form whatever they thought amiſs in the Church. 
0 into the Caſe of Atha- 


ſion of the Church of Alexandria. He had ta- 
ken Poſſeſſion of his Church contrary to the 
Rules of the Church; for as he was removed 
from his Biſhoprick by a Council, he could 


not be reſtored otherwiſe than by a Council. 
In this Council there were Three or Four For- 


mula's of Faith drawn up. In the Firſt, they 


« drapſyo/la Bachnia ' x, Sten ds Tovs areas. 
* TIis%owp eis T9 ay Tr ua, i. e. We be- 
„ lieve ------ that the Son having fulfilled all his 


 « Father's Will, ſuffered, and roſe again, and 


« aſcended into Heaven, and ſat down at the right 

« Hand F the Pather, and will come to judge the 

«© DPuick and Dead, and will continue King and 

Cad for ever. We believe alſo in the Holy 
| 66 G h oft.”? 


[ 31 ] 


bell. Had theſe Fathers ſtopp'd here, they 
had only done as the Council of Nice had done, 
and no one had had reaſon to complain. But thej 
go on in a very remarkable manner, and muc 

to the preſent purpoſe. Ye believe in the Ho 
©. Ghoſt, à ds cet wegoSeivar, wicdopſp x py 
<<. gapnòs EVASATEWS, & Cons auwviou, i. e. if we 
« ought to add to it, we believe alſo concern: 
« ing zhe. Reſurrection of the Fleſh, and Life 
<« everlaſting”” Socr. I. ii. c. 10. Athanaſius has 
given us the ſame Form in his Treatiſe De Sy- 
nodis, p. 892. This certainly puts it beyond all 
Diſpute, thas no Clauſe was in their Baptiſmal 
Creeds concerning the Ræſurrection of the Fleſh, 
at that time. Soon after this, as it were repeni- 
ing of this Creed, as Athanaſius ſpeaks, or condemm- 
ang it as Socrates, they wrote 5 
A Second, more large and full; expreſſing their 
Sentiments concerning the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt more minutely ; in ſuch maner that zhe 
Proper Perſon of each, his Order and Glory, might 
5 better underſiced. But ſtill they went no far- 
ther in This Creed, than to declare their Senti- 
ments concerning the Son's coming to judge the 
Duick and Dead, and their Belief in the Hach 
Ghoſt, given to Believers for Conſolation, and Sanc- 
tification, and Perfection. So Athanaſius, ibid. 
This ſecond Formula not being to their Minds, 
A Third was drawn up by Theophronius Biſhop 
of Tyana, to which they all ſubſcribed. This 
was in This Form. I Believe in One God, the 
Father almighty, the Creator and Maker of all 
things, from whom are all things; and in bis 
only begotten Son, God, Word, Power, and Wiſ- 
dom, Feſus Chriſt our Lord, through whom are all 


things, begotten of the - Father before Ages, perfett 
Caf. of perfect God, and being with the Father, 


cy 


„„ 
& Vuss cott, in Subſtanct, came down from Heabei 
in theſe laſt Days; and, born of a Virgin, ac. 
cording to ' the Scriptures, became man, ſuffered, 


and roſe from the Head, and aſcended into Hen- 


ven and ſat at the right Hand of his Father. And 
ſhall come again with Glory and Power to judge the 
Duick and Dead, and fhall continue for ever. And 
in the Holy Ghoſt, the Paraclet, the Spirit of Truth, 
whom God promiſed by the Prophet to pour out upon 
bis Servants, and the Lord promiſed to ſend to bis 
4% whom be alſo ſent as the Ads of the Apo- 
s teſtify. | 
5 There were ninety Biſhops, ſays Athanaſius, 


that met at Antioch at the Dedication of the 


Church there, Marcellinus and Probinus being 
Conſuls, A. D. 341. A few Months after, 
Y unvas d\tys Theſe Fathers made a Fourth 
Confeſtion of Faith, and they ſent it to Gallia 
by Narciſſus of Cilicia, Theodorus of Thrace, Ma- 


ris of Calcedon, and Marcus of Syria, and laid 


it before Conſftans. The Form itſelf is extant 
in Athanaſius de Symbolis. But neither doth 
this, more than any of the preceeding ones, ſay 
any thing more, than to explain what was to be 
believed concerning the Holy Ghoſt: Not a 
Word is mentioned concerning the Communion of 
Saints, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Reſurrection of 
the Body, or the Life everlaſting. 8 

The Firft Council of Antioch was held, as 
was before obſerved, A. D. 341. and then they 
ſent to Conſtans the Creed juſt now mentioned. 
Three Years afterwards They met again, and 
made a New Creed, and ſent Eudoxius, Marty- 


* 


rius, and Macedonius of Cilicia, and ſeveral others, 


into Itahy, carrying with them a long Creed, 


which, from the Len of it was called 


paxegrines, vide Socrut. I. i. c. 19. Sozom. I. ii. 
ws Go & &a 
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T. 11. Alban. de Heal But notwithſtanding its 
Length, and its being ſent to rah, no Objec- 
tion was made to it as to any Deficiency, tho? 
there was not a Word in it relating to the Re- 
 furreftion of the Fleſh. Socrates tells us, that 
this Creed was not received by the Weſtern Bi- 
ſhops, becauſe it was wrote in Greek, 4 Lan- 
guage they were ignorant of. But the Truth 
was, They thought that what was ſettled at 
Nice was enough; that though the Fathers at 
Antioch ſeem'd plain enough to ſtrike at the 
Notions of Arius, yet the Weſtern Biſhops found 
that they avoided the Uſe of the Term, Con- 
fubſtantial. But as they rejected this Creed, and 
contended that no more than the Nicene ſhould 
be admitted, I gather that at this time the We- 
ſtern Biſhops had more in their Creeds than the 
Eaftern had; and conſequently all that follows 
tbe Holy Ghoſt in the Apoſtles Creed was added 
even after A. D. 344. when this long Creed was 
firſt ſent into Zaty. 

We come now to the Council held at Sardica, 
a City of Nhyriuom; a Council deſigned by the 
mo Emperors Conflans and 1 to be 
Oecumedical; and therefore the Biſhops of Both 
che Eaſt and Weſt were called to meet at it. 
It conſiſted chiefly of the Metern Biſhops, the 
Eaſtern Biſhops ſoon retiring from it. It was 
held, Ruffirus and Enſebius bein Conſuls, in = 
XIth Year after Conflantine's | Death, i.e. A. D 
347. Socrates tells us, that about Three Hun- | 
dred of the Weſtern Biſhops met there, and 
from the Ea about Seventy-Six : and for this 
he quotes Athanaſius and Sabinus, I. ii. c. 20. 
 $92omey makes the ſame Numbers meet, E. H. 
- Bb. ni. c. 12. Athanaſius himſelf, in his ſecond 
Apology, ſays there were 284. p- 768. ew 

D they 


Ia]: 
they more, or fewer, as ſoon as they met, the 
Eaſtern Biſhops refuſed to come into company 
with the Weſtern, unleſs they would expel Atba- 
naſius, and Paul of Conſtantinople, from their 
Aſſembly. When this was warmly oppoſed by 
the famous Ho/ius of Corduba, and Protogenes 
of Sardica, the Eaſtern Biſhops left the Council 
and withdrew to Philippopolis, a City of Thrace, 
and there held a Council by themſelves. So- 
crat. I. ii. c. 20. The Weſtern Biſhops firſt de- 
prived the Accuſers of Athanaſius of their Ho- 
nours, ſays Socrates, ibid. And then the Ea- 
ſtern excommunicated Pope Julius, becauſe he 
had communicated with Athanaſius. Then they 
did the ſame to Horus, and ſome others. We 
have nothing remaining of this Council held 
at Philippopolis beſides a Form of Faith drawn 
up by them, and a circular Letter they ſent to 
the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons of the Whole 
Church. As to the Creed they drew up, they 
profeſs a Belief in One God --- and in One Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ---- who -- roſe from the Dead, and 
was taken up into Heaven, and ſitteth at the right 
Hand of the Father, will come again to judge the 
Quick and the Dead, to give to every one ac- 
cording to his Works, whoſe Kingdom continues 
without ceaſing through immenſe Ages; for he ſits 
at the right Hand of the Father not only in this 
Ae, but in that which is to come. We believe al- 
fo in the Holy Ghoſt, that is, the Paraclet, whom 
he promiſed to his Apoſtles after his Return to 
Heaven, and ſent to teach them, and to call to 
Remembrance all things, by whom the Souls of them 
that ſincerely believe in him are ſanftified. They add 
according to the Cuſtoms of the Times, certain 

Anathemas againſt ſuch as they condemned. But 
. 155 | 21 6%: not 


351 
not a Word is there in their Creed concerning the 
Keſurrection of the Fleſh. 27 
When I fay this, I ſhould obſerve that this 
Creed is cited three different ways. In the One 
there 1s nothing added, after what is ſaid about 
their Belief in the Holy Ghoſt, except the uſual 
Anathemas. And thus Baronius cites it, and 
Binius. And thus it is cited by Labbe in his 
Account of this Council, p. 699. A Second 
Form is made uſe of by Hilary, who alone has 
preſerved this Creed ; and in him there is this 
Addition, . Credimus in Sanctam Eccleſiam, 
in remiſſionem peccatorum, in vitam eter- 
« nam: We believe in the holy Church, the For- 
giveneſs of Sins, and in Life everlaſting. And 
Thirdly, among the Fragments. of Hilary, there 
is a Synodal Epiſtle of this Sardican Council of 
the Eaſtern Biſhops, wrote to all the Biſhops 
in the World, wherein they ſend the Form of 
the Creed to which they ſubſcribed; in which 
they ſay, © Credimus et in Sanctam Eccleſiam, 
in remiſſam, or remiſſionem peccatorum, in 
© Carnis Reſurrectionem, in vitam eternam.““ 
We believe in the holy Church, in the Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, in the Reſurrection of the Fleſh, in 
Life everlaſting. | OY 29 2 & 
Now - this laſt Form, which contains the Ar- 
ticle of the Reſurrefion of - the Fleſh, could not 
be the Genuine Form to which theſe Eaſtern 
Biſhops ſubſcribed : For Hilary, who has given 
us the Creed itſelf, has omitted the Article of 
the Reſurrection. 2. As this is the firſt time it 
is mentioned by any Eaſtern Council, and is not 
mentioned by any ſubſequent Eaſtern Council 
for many Years, it ſeems to be an Interpola- 
tion taken from the Yeſtern Creeds, in, or af- 
ter, the days of 5 3. The Council pg 
| | 3 | i os 
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Antioch, held but Six Years before this at Sar- 
dica, heſitated much about admitting this Ar- 
ticle into their Creed. And probably they were 
now R to add this Article about the 
Reſurrelbion of the Fleſh, as they did the Articles 
of the Church, and of Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Life 
everlaſtin 
But other this Clauſe was in the Creed of 
this Sardican Meeting of the Biſhops, or not, 
it is certain that, after this time, when the 
Council at Sirmium was held, it was not put 
into any of their Creeds. I enter not into the 
Diſputes of learned Men, which of the Creeds 
f am going to mention was the 3 or Se- 
cond, or Third: i. e. Whether the Creeds ex- 
tant, or which of them, was drawn up A. D. 
351, or 357, or 359. Socrates tells us, that 
there was one which Marcus Arotbuſius drew up 
in Greek, and that there were two _—_ wrote 
in Latin, cc auer ou» ids Sre 1 Mig, 
a : Ore T ouuStorwv, 5s Js S , Sr. TE 
* Dnaly,” which did not agree with \ that of 
Por Ss, neither in Diktion, nor Compoſition, 
nor with one another, nor with the Greek one. 
Soc. lib. ii. c. 30. Sozom. lib. iv. c. 6. Valo- 
Jus contends, that the Three Sirmian C roods were 
publiſhed by Three different Aſſemblies : And it 
is very likely they were fo. And it is probable 
that Arethuſius's was the laſt of the Three, in 
A. D. 359. It is no great Matter which of the 
Three is Firſt or Laſt, as to the preſent Enquiry, 
fince in none of them is there a Word about Ge 
Reſurrefiion of the Fleſh. 
The Creed which Marcus Aretbufius drew "up, 
as Socrates tells us, ended with the Belief of the 
Holy Ghoſt, i. e. the Paraclet, whom the Lord 
having — to his Diſciples, fent _ bis aſcent 
mnt 
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into Heaven, that he might teach them, and bring to 
their Remembrance all things, through whom the 
Souls of them that ſincerely believe in him are ſanti- 
fed. Juſt in the Words of the Council of Sard:- 
ca before cited. e 8 

The Second Creed, publiſhed at Sirmium, and 
which the famous Heſus fubſcribet A. D. 357, 
was wrote in Latin. The Hiſtorians tell us that 
Heſius was compelled by Neceffity to conſent, and 
ſubſcribe to it, the od Man being beat, and other- 
wiſe uſed with Cruelty, to force him to ſign - 
They imagining that his Name might be of great 
Uſe to bring their Creed into Credit. This Form 
is almoſt all taken up in explaining what ought 
to be believed concerning the Generation of the 
Son; and it ends with a Belief of the Holy Ghoſt, 
h being ſent by the Son, came according to the 
Promiſe, that he might ſanify, and make mamfeſt 
the Apoſtles and all Behevers, Socrat. I. 2. c. 30. 

The Third Creed too, probably the Firſt in 
point of Time, mentions Chriſt's Vtting at the 
right Hand of the Father, and coming in the Glory 
of the Father, that be might give to every one ac- 
cording to his Works. And in the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the ſame only begotten Son of God promiſed 
that he would fend to Mankind, the Paraclet, as it 
is written, J go to my Father, and will aſk the 
Father, and he will ſend another Comforter to 
you, the Spirit of Truth, Sc. Socrat. lib. ii. 
c. 37. This Third Form was drawn up at 
 Sirthium, by Urſacins and Valens, but kept pri- 
vate till Another Time might happen more fa- 
vourable ; and was firſt publiſhed at Ariminum, 


A. D. 359. 3 85 
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Bifbops to Pope Liberius, and Liberius's Anſwer 


wo them 


The Letter of Athanaſius. recites the Nicene 
Creed, and has nothing added after the Words 
And in the Holy Spirit. Liberius anſwers, 
Fidem Nicæni Concilii in eadem Epiſtola refiam re- 


perimus— Mie find the Faith of the Nicene 


Council zo be right,” and adds © Aliam Fi- 
“ dem nulli licere proferre, aut conſcribere vel 
% companere, that it was not lawfui for any Man 
* to produce, or write, or compoſe any other Creed, 
<< and if any one preſumed to teach or deliver any 
© other Creed, if they were Biſhops or Clergymen, 
© they were to be deprived; if Laymen, to be ana- 
e thematized.” Pn 9s 

This Anſwer, directed to. Athanaſius and the 
« Egyptian kiſhops, who thought rightly concern- 
ing the Belief of the Trinity,” is dated the 87h 
of the Calends of June, Aſclepius and Deodatus 
being Conſuls. Now as there are no ſuch Conſuls 


in the Faſti, Binius juſtly thinks both the Let- 


ter of Athanaſius, and That of Liberius to him, 
of ſuſpected Credit, Nor can he aſſign a Time 
for the writing of them, whether it was in Ju- 
lian's or Valen's Reign. However, about theſe 
Times we may place another Letter of Liberius 
to Athanaſius, wherein he ſhews that God 7he 
Word took upon him perfect Man, but in it he 


mentions nothing about a Reſurrection. Athana- 


fius, in his Anſwer to Liberius, ſpeaks of zhe 


Fleſh of Chriſt, as Mortal, He not being Mortal; 


as Viſible, He not being Viſible z and when he 
had ſpoken of the Trinity, he adds, “ 8ulws x; 
* oapios avasaoy wirrdopp, rourior: TS owaros 
nin x Tas ayias yeupas T8 ob” » Sr 
© aurs peraCarnopuſucy eis afQlapoiay x, alavaciay 
« av T8 vis, Likewiſe we believe the Reſur- 

reection 
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rection of the Fleſh, i. e. of our Body according 
to the Holy Scriptures ; His Corruptible and Mor- 
tal being changed into Immortality and Incorruption 
by God. Athanaſ. p. 244. Liberius takes no 
Notice of the Article of the Reſurrection of the 
Fleſh. Athanaſius does it by way of Inference. 
We believe the Reſurreion of - the Fleſh, i. e. of 
our Bodies, His, urs, Corruptible ad Mortal 
being changed by God into Incorruption and Im- 
mortality. In the Councils both by Binius and 
Za it is ſaid, Ita quoque Carnis Reſurrec- 
* tionem credimus, hoc eſt, Corpus noſtrum ſe- 
_ © cundum ſacras ſcripturas ex corruptibili mor- 
« talique in incorruptibilitatem et in immortali- 
<« tatem a Deo mutandum eſſe.” But in Atha- 
_ naſius's own Letter it is, That Chriſt's Body, not 
Our Bodies, ſhall be changed by God from Cor- 
ruptible to Incorruptible, vide Binii Concil. vol. i. 
P. 588. Labbei Concil. val. ii. p. 768. This was 
about the Year of our Lord 357. But this Let- 
ter of Tiberius, and the Anſwer of Athanaſius, 

_ are juſtly ſuſpected of being forged. | 
Differences ſtill continuing between the Orthc- 
dox, as they were called, and the Arians; and the 
leſſer Synods at Sardica, and Sirmium, not put- 
ing an end to the Diſputes among the Clergy, as 
the Emperor Conſtantius deſired, He reſolved to 
call an Oecumenical Synod; and to divide it in- 
to Two Parts; That the Eaſtern Biſhops ſhould 
meet at Seleucia in IJſauria, The Weſtern Biſhops 
at Ariminum in {taly. This Aſſemby was held 
A. D. 359, Euſebius and Hypatius being Conſuls. 
At Ariminum or Rimini, met no leſs than Four 
Hundred Biſhops from Mhricum, Italy, Africa, 
Spain, Gaul, &c. and they were maintained at 
the Emperor s Expence. Here, the ſame Creed 
that was read at Sirmium before the Emperor, 
"0 was 


40 
was recited on the 11th of the Calends of June. 
When they come to that Part of the Creed, 
where they mention Chrift, they ſay, they be- 
lieve --- that he will come at the Laft Pay 
*« of the Reſurrection in the Glory of the 


Father, that he may give to every one ac- 


<* cording to his Works. And in the wor 135 
<«< Spirit, whom the Only Begotten promiſed 

% that he would ſend to Mankind, the Para- 
e clet, as it is written, I go to my Father, and 
<« will aſk him, and he will ſend: another Comfor- 
<< ter to you, the Spirit of Truth; He ſhall receive 
« of mine, and teach you, and put you in mind of 
* all things.” Here their Creed ends, and no- 
thing is ſaid about the Church, or the Reſarrec- 

tion of the Fleſp; or the Forgiveneſs of Sins: Nor 
when Arbanaſius wrote his Remarks upon this 
Formula of Faith, did he make any Objection to 
their Omiſſion of this, or other Articles, as So- 


crates obſerves, lib. ii. c. 37. but only to their 


Omiſſion of the Word, Conſubſtantial. Te 
As this was what paſſed at Ariminum, the Ea- 
ſtern Biſhops met at Seleucia; and were about 


One Hundred and Sixty in Number, as Socrates 


and Athanaſius ſay. Others, as Theodoret, ſay 
One Hundred and Fifty only, lib. ii. c. 27. In 
this Synod there were great Differences, Some 
accuſing Others, Some adhering to Acaſius, Others 
rejecting him: And when they came to the Af- 
fair of a Creed, many of the Biſhops were for 


the Nicene Creed, and for no other; others were 


for That of Artioch. There being fo little Agree- 
ment here, and the Councit being divided into 


Two Parties, One of them ſubſcribed the Creed 


of Autioch. But this done, the Doors being fa- 


ſtened, the next Day Acacius objected to what had 
been done, as it were in ſecret, and then he read 


a 


[ ar ] 


à Form of Creed, in which he HRewiſe took no 
more Notice of the Refurrection of the Fleſb or 
Body than what is contained in thoſe Words, that 
Chrift would come in Glory to judge the Quick and 


 Diwail,” Socrat, / ©..40>. 2 
This Councit being diſmiſſed, and That at 


Ariminum ſtill fitting, there was held at Conſtanti- 


nople a Synod of Fifty Biſhops, who affirmed the 
Creed of Ariminum, adding only ſome things to 


it, but {till there is not a tittle relative to the Ar- 


ticte of the Reſurrection of the” Fleſh. 


in the F/eftern Church, could it poſſibly not have 


been inſerted into the Creed of Ariminam ? Could 


meet, and not take hotice of fuch an Article, h 


ſo many Biſhops from aly, Gaul, Britain, Cog 


it been in their Baptiſmal Creed? It is true, that 


their great Point was, to fix a true Notion of the 
Perſon and Quality of the Son of God: But hat 


they had any farther Articles in their Creeds, 
they would have been mentioned, as in fact we 


meet with them recited wherever they were in- 
ſerted. 


Tde next Symbol of Faith I meet with, is in 


Epiphanius s Anchorate, wrote, as appears by the 
Marks of the Year, which he has ſet down A. D. 


374. In this he recites a Creed very like to That 


which was ſeyen Years after eſtabliſhed at Conſtanti- 
nople; and which is known by the Name of the Con. 


ſtantinopolitan Creed. It ſhould feem as if Epiphanius 
was the Author of This, and the Council of Con- 


ſtantinople approved of it, and eftablifhed it, with 


very little Alteration, when they met together, cen 


Years after. Epiphanius obſerves, that "Hts 0 
Wa N AI, KAS Exxayoia,. mes Ta dydxu- 
waves apices dxokovDms Tf r cyly Oava TA 


r Tegreraljaivy vlg, Sus Neyouſu, paniore = 


Tots 


Had there at this time been any fuch Article 
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and all the holy Catholic Church, ſay thus againſt 


We, and all Orthodox Biſhops, 


& the riſing Hergſies, agreeably to the Faith before 
<* ordained of thoſe Holy Fathers,” he means the 
Nicene Fathers, *<* eſpecially to thoſe who come 
* to the ſacred Font, that they may profeſs and 
& fay thus,” Here he recites a Creed in theſe 
Words --- We believe in one God, the Father al- 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, of all things 
both wifible and inviſible; and in one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the 
Father before all Ages, that is of the Subſtance f 
the Father, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, of one Subſtance with the Father, 
whom all things were made, both which are in 
eaven, and which are in Earth, who for us Men 


and for our Salvation came down from Heaven, and 


was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt and the Virgin 
Mary, and was made Man, was crucified for us un- 
der Pontius Pilate, and ſuffered, and was buried, 
and roſe again the third Day according to the Scrip- 
tures, and aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the 

right Hand of the Father, and ſhall come again with 
Glory to judge the Quick and Dead, of whoſe King- 
dom there ſhall be no End. And in the Holy Ghoſt, 


the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 


the Father, who with the Father and the Sou is 
worſhipped and glorified, who ſpake by the Propbets. 
In one Holy Catholic Church. We acknowledge 
one Baptiſm for the Remiſſion of Sins, we look for 
the Reſurrection of the Dead, and Life in the 
World to come. Amen. He then proceeds to give 
us a larger Creed, wherein he paraphraſes this 
ſhorter ; and when he comes to ſpeak of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, he adds, x, #gjow a 
vx av 'X, Twpgrw, © we look for a juſt OO 


[ 43 ] 
re of Souls and Bodies.” And here we firſt meer 
with an Anathema on thoſe who did not profe ſs the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, - avalkuarit ou Tes jan 
$roNoyouslas Aci) vexeps. 

But though Epipbanius thus explains his No- 
tions, and anathematizes thoſe who did not pro- 
 feſs the Reſurrection of the Dead, yet when the 
General Council at Conſtantinople met, a few 
Years after, A. D. 381. Syagrius and Euche- 
rius being Conſuls, we find they did not put in- 
to their Creed (whatever Opinion they might 
have) the Reſurrefion of the Fleſh, or Body, but 
kept to the Scripture Language, the Ræſurrection 
of the Dead : and ſo it has continued ever ſince 
in the Eaſt. 

Let us now ſtop a little, and review what has 
been ſaid, 

Firſt, We have not met with any Public C reed, 
before This of Conſtantinople, and this ſo late as 
| 81, where there has been placed an Ar- 
re * even the Reſurrection of the _— Nor 
is there any Private Creed, except one of Arius, 
and that juſt before mentioned of Leden, that 
contains even ſuch Article. 

Secondly, Here we find ſeveral additional Ar- 
ticles which no Public Creed before This con- 
tained, viz. One holy Catholic Church; one Bap- 
tiſm for the Remiſſion of Sins, the Reſurrettion of the 
Dead; and Life in the World to come. 

Thirdy, Whatever private Notions prevailed 
.among IG, yet we meet with no Creeds 
drawn up any body, on any Occaſion, 

wherein the . of the Body or Fleſh is 
made an Article, before that of Arius and Zu- 
- Zoius, ſome time after the Council of Nice. We 
have one drawn up by Euſebius, which was 


read in * Preſence of Conſtantine, 
what 


A 
what he fays he received from his Predeceſſors, 
and what he was inſtructed in, when he received 
the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity. Upon the 
Profeſſion of this Creed he tells us hat he was 
baptized; and it contained what he believed; and 
What he taught when he was 4 Premyter, and 
when he was a Biſhop. And in this there was no 
ſuch Article. We have too the Creed of Lucian 
the Martyr, which the Fathers of the Synod at 
Antioch affirmed to be wrote in his own Hand, 
and which was there produced and read. So. 
E. H. I. iii. 5. Here too we find nothing about 
the Reſurrection of the Body or Fleſop. 
Fonribiy, Tho none of the Creeds hitherto 
mentioned, except that of Arius and Enzoins con- 
rained in expreſs Words the Reſurrection of the 
Body or Fleſb; or even of the Dead, except that 
of Epiphanins, yet all believed even from the Be- 
ginning, and they all declared their Belief of he 
Refurreftion of the Dead, by aſſerting that Chriſt 
ſhall come apain to judge both the Duick and the 
Dead, a” Pd give to every Man according to his 
Works. Whilſt all profeſſed this Faith, it nece{- 
ſarily followed, that all ſhould be raiſed ffom the 
Dead: And therefore there was no Deficiency in 
their Creeds, tho' there was no fuch Article ex 
preſſed in Terms in them. . 
Fifthly, Arius, as T have obſerved, fit men- 
tioned in his Creed the Reſurrettion of the Flefþ. 
This he did when he preſented his Creed to Con- 
Huntine, in order to get himſelf reftored to the 
Church, in or about the Year 327. It was after 
Conflantia's Death, who was Siſter to Conſtamine, 
and Wife of Licinius. The next Time we have an 
Hint of this, as an Article proper for a Cree 1, 
is 4. D. 341, in the Council of Antioch. And 


at this Time it is mention'd in a very extraordi- 
| nary 


Thing ought ta be added, we believe the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Fleſh, Theſe Fathers had been par- 
ticularly cautious not to be deemed Followers of 
Arias, and they thought it wrong to add to the 
uſual Creed any fuch Article as Arius and Euzorus 
had done: And. tho* they conceived ſuch Addi- 
tion wight be made, yet they would not venture 
to have any ſuch Addition in any of their Creeds 
there drawn up. | 


_ "Sixthly, 1 have taken Notice that in the fe- 
_ cond Century, eſpecially towards the Middle and 
latter End of it, the Notion prevailed amongft 
many, that there was to be a Reſurrection of the 
Body or Fleſh. Athanaſius afterwards eſpouſed this 
Notjon; and now I muſt add that Cyril of 
* in his Catechetical Lectures, (read as 
. Cave ſuppoſes, A. D. 347.) recites the latter 
— of his Creed, as if it were in this wt 
We believe one Bapti Repentance for the 
& Remiſfion of Sins; 6% wt Catholic Church; 
* in the Reſurrection of the Fleſh; and in Life 
© everlaſting.” Cyril, p. 220. And he makes 
Body and Fleſh to be the ſame Thing, as others 
had done when they wrote on this Subject. The 
Article then of the Reſurre#ion of the Fleſh was 
in CyriPs Creed, in the Year 347. But yet it 
did not prevail in the Eafterw Church, for thirty- 
four Years after this. For when the Council — 
Conſtantinople was held, eſtabliſhed only the 
Reſurrettion of the Dead, pcs they took into their 
_ 9 three other Articles, which Oril ex- 
Let us now paſs from the Eaſt to the t. 
It was no where ſaid, that I remember, at what 
Time this Article of the Reſurrefion of the Fleſh, 
was firſt inſerted into the Apoſtles Creed. yo 
15 the 


> — ED 
—— — 


\- 1:04 
the Story of its being made by the twelve Apo: 
ſtles, each of them contributing an Article as 
Ruffinus ſays, is now rejected by all as a mere 
Fable. He tells us, that in diverſis Eccleſiis 
* aliqua in his verbis inveniuntur adjecta,“ i. e. 
In divers Churches ſome Things are found to be add- 
ed to theſe Words of the Creed. But then he 
adds, In Eccleſia tamen Urbis Rome hoc non 
c deprehenditur factum; In the Church of the 
City of Rome this is not found to be done. Could. 
we then know, what the Creed of the Church of 
the City of Rome was, we might poſſibly ſee the 
original Baptiſmal Creed of that Place. But the 
Miſchief is, that in all other Places, quantum 
< intelligi datur, propter nonnullos hæreticos ad- 
% dita quædam videntur,” as far as Ruffinus 
© could poſſibly find out, ſome Things ſeem to be add- 


ed on Account of ſome Hereticks or other,” 


by which Means the Senſe of novel Doctrines 
were thought to be guarded againſt. Unleſs there- 
fore he had given us the Roman Creed in particu- 
lar, and had compared with that ſome other Creed, 
marking the Agreements and Diſagreements with 
it, we cannot be certain what that was in its Pu- 
rity. Rauffinus has wrote a Comment on the Creed 


of the Church of Aquileia; and that contained 


ſeveral Additions to that of Rome. Eg. The 


Creed of _ did not contain the Article of 


Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell: the Roman did. The 
Aquileian Creed exprefles the Article of the Re- 


ſurrection of the FJ; by the Addition of the Pro- 


noun THIS,---The Reſurrefion of Tris Fleſh: 
Neither the Roman, nor any other Creed in the 
World has the Word THIS. It is not certain 
that the Roman Creed had the laſt Article---Lyfe 
everlaſting ; the Aquileian Creed -had it not. Now 
Raffinus flouriſhed after the Council of gene tf 

| EE nople, 
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Nope, ſuppoſe about 390 or later: If therefore 
this Article was now inſerted into the Weſtern 


Creeds, it is not much to be wondered at, ſince 
all believed the Reſurrection of the Dead, and 
many had got into the Notion of a Reſurrection 
of the Fleſh, however different it is from the 
Article in the Original, which alone is the Article 
to be believed. 
EReußfinus aſſerts, that the Error of Valentinus, 
and the Manichæans, and the Objections of the 


Heathens, were the Reaſons of the Inſertion of the 


Article of the Reſurrection of the Fleſh. * Nam 
« Valkntinus Reſurrectionem carnis omni modo 
< negat; & Manichazi.” And when he had 
cited ſome Paſſages of Scripture in Confutation of 
them, he goes on, Sed Infideles clamant & di- 
«< cunt, Sc.“ How can Fleſh which is putrified, 
und turned into Duſt, or is diſperſed by the Waves of 
the Sea be recollected? &c. Whether it be right to 


enlarge Creeds, in order to put a Stop to Errors, 


I preſume not to judge, but if it was inſerted on 
Account of the common Objections of Valenti- 
nus and the Manicheans, it was not inſerted till 
after Manes's Time, i. e. not before the Year 300 
at ſooneſt. But then it is certain it was not inſerted 
at the Time of the Council of Ariminum, as was 
proved above; therefore it was inſerted in the 
Roman Creed after A. D. 359. | 

There is a Creed which hitherto I have taken 
rio Notice of, tho? there have been ſome Men who 
are ready to pay as much Defference to it, as to 
any Part of the ſacred Writings ; I mean the Creed 
that occurs in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, a Book 


fo ſenſeleſs ! that no Evidence can prove it to be 


the Effect of Inſpiration. The Pronunciation of 
this Creed at Baptiſm is ſo minutely ſet down, and 
every Circumſtance of renouncing the Devil, is ſo 
deſcribed, that nothing can be more any _ 
orm 
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formal. They profeſs a Faith © with Tas; robe 
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„% {av Spapdv, vat ts Conv rob “] dtaves, 
* Apoſt. Conflitut. Lib. vii. c. 41. i. e. with all 
e Believers in the Holy Catholic Church, in the 
4 Reſurrection of the Fleſh, and in the Remiſ- 
<« ſion of Sins, and in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
* and in the I ife of the World to come.” If one 
looks back to Arius and Euzoius's Creed, we ſhall 
find theſe very Articles ranged indeed in a little dif- 
ferent Order, but exactly the ſame. Their Creed 
was, we believe in the Reſurrection of the Fleſh, 


aud Life in the World to come, and in the King- 


dom of Heaven, and in the one Catholic Church 
of God, from one End of the World to the other. 
This in the Conſtitutions contains juſt the ſame Ar- 
ticles, tho* placed ſomewhat differently. This 
Creed therefore is formed upon the Plan of Arius 
and Euzoiys's Creed, and conſequently is poſte- 
rior to that, and probably was drawn up about, 


or rather before the Middle of the Fourth Century, 


when this Article began to have its Advocates, 
and was placed by ſome in the public Creeds. 
And now, one cannot help obſerving, that 
among all the numerous Creeds here produced, 
there is not one in any Part of the World, earlier 
than the fourth Century, in which the Ręſurrection 
of the Fleſh is mentioned at all. It was before 
that Time indeed the Subject of Controverſy ; 
and learned Men debated the Queſtion, ſome 


| — their private Opinion, that the very 


ies they bore about them were to be raiſed; 
chat the Bodies that finned were to ſuffer. So 


did renews in France; and ſo did Tertullian, 


and not very long after, fo did Cyprian in Africa; 

and Mbenegoras, and Theophilus wrote profefledly 

to vindicate this Dodtrine, In the Eaſt, 8 
ime 
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Time it is at all mentioned, is in a Creed of 
Arrius and Euzoius, delivered to the Emperor Con- 
fantine the Great, not long after the Council of 
Nice: And thence it is in the Apoſtolic Conſtitu- 
tions: When it is firſt mentioned by any Coun- 
cil, was A. D. 341; and there it is mentioned in 
ſuch a Manner, as evidently proves it not to 
have been in any Creed whatever in thoſe Parts 
of the World. Six Years after we meet with it 


in CyriPs Creed at Feruſalem, A. D. 347. with 


the additional Articles that Arius put into his 
Creed. But ſtill the Councils of Sardica and 
Sirmium, and Ariminum, did not inſert any ſuch 
Article; nor did the Council of Conſtantinople 
89 into any particular Modus of the Reſurrection, 

ut ſpeaks as the Scriptures do, ſaying, We look 
for the Reſurrection of the Dead, A. D. 381. 

2, The ſpurious Creed forged by ſomebody 
under the Name of Athanaſius, and is commonly 
called the Atbanaſian Creed, has this Article: But 
then it is on all Hands agreed, that this Forgery 
was not at ſooneſt before the fifth Century. 
3. One may eaſily conceive to what Lengths 
this Article was carried, when in the Creed of 
the Aguileian Church, it was expreſſed, I believe, 
Keſurrectianem no jus carnis,” the Reſurrection 
of THIS Fleſh: contrary not only to the Doctrine 
of 1 but to all other Creeds that ever 
were formed in the whole World. | 
4. As the Roman Creed is the ſhorteſt Creed 
of all others, and has omitted ſeveral Things that 
are in the Aquileian Creed. This ended with the 


Reſurrection of the Fleſh ; and the oldeſt Copy we 


know of this Creed, even ſo late as A. D. 703. 
had not what it now concludes with Life everla- 
 lafting, Vid. Uſſer de Symbolis. But the Amy 
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of the Reſurrection of the Fleſh was not in it 
when the Council fat at Ariminum.  _— 

Laftly, it is well known, that that great and- 
honeſt Man Syngſius, thought that he ſaw ſo much 
Abſurdity in the commonly received Notion of 
the Reſurrection, that he reſolved never to ſubmit 
to be ordained a Biſhop, rather than to pretend 
to believe an Article which he could not believe. 
It was by his Time, i. e. about the Year 420, 
got to be fo general an Article of Faith, that 
very few, if any, had any Heſitation about it. It 
was become almoſt an univerſal Notion ; a x- 
piNnuivn dvaaos, a commonly preached Reſurretiichy 
a Doctrine every where taught: but what he 
could not profeſs nor pretend to believe; nor 
would he come into what he thought a ground- 
leſs Hypotheſes of the Multitude. LE 
From the Account before given of the Riſe and 
Growth of this Notion of the Reſurrefion of the 
Fleſh, it ſeems to follow clearly, that in all Points 
which depend upon Revelation, Men ſhould con- 
fine themſelves rigidly to the Scripture Language, 
and not to be wiſe above what is written. When. 
Men recede from that, and add human Doctrines 
to divine ones, they always involve themſelves in 
Difficulties unſurmountable. If the Curioſity of 
idle or vain People, had not led them to a par- 

_ ticular Explication of the geneaal Article of the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, how many Diſputes 
had been avoided ? If one looks into the Hiſtory 
of this Doctrine, one cannot but ſee, that tho“ 
our baptiſmal Creed is now determinate for a Be- 
lief of the Reſurrection of the Body or Fleſh, yet 
three hundred and fifty Years paſſed before there 
was any ſuch Notion required to be profeſſed in 
the Chriſtian Church: And fo long as all ate 
taught to believe, that all are to be judged, _ 

a 
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and Dead; that all are to fland at the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, and that he will come again, and OY 
render to every one according to his Works, is it not * 
raiſing an idle Queſtion to aſk, With what Bodies 70 
ſhall we come? And if any one anſwers ſuch a 
Queſtion, by ſaying--in THIS Fleb---does he not 
“cſſert more than Revelation has taught him, tho? 9 
* it is what nothing but Revelation can aſſure him 
of ? And ſhould the Conſequence be, what actu- 
ally has been, that Unbelievers raiſe an Objec- _ 
tion from hence againſt Chriſtianity itſelf, Be- 
lievers are anſwerable for it, as teaching for Do- 
frines the Commaudments of Men. | 
The Growth of Infidelity has long been the 
Subject of great Complaint amongſt ſerious well- 
meaning People: May it not be worth conſidering, 
whether the true Cauſe of Infidelity does not lie 
amongſt thoſe who profeſs a Faith which they 
call Chriſtian, and which is found inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon, and even common Senſe ? Every 
one that examines at- all, will ſee Additions made 
do the great Articles of Chriſtianity. How many 
- Additions were made to what the Goſpel of Chriſt 
has ſaid, concerning the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the ſeveral Creeds framed in the Fourth Cen- 
tury ? This poſſibly was then done with a good 
Deſign to fence in, and to ſecure a right Faith : 
But whatever was the Deſign, it has been attend- 
ed with Conſequences fatal to Chriſtianity itſelf. 
The Fences have been conſidered as the Thing 
fenced in; and when Men have ſeen Things that 
they cannot comprehend or underſtand, taught as 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, it is natural to re- 
ect what is unintelligible as impoſſible to be re- 

_ © quired by God: And thus muſt Infidelity prevail. 
Whereas if one takes the Religion of Chriſt as it 
lies in the Word of Hoe it is pure, peaceable, 
. Ea: no 
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no Ways contrary to Reaſon, "intelligible by 8 


Body, ſo far as every Body is concerned. The 


Evidence for its Truth is clear and plain, and eaſy. 
The Poor had the Goſpel preached unto them at 
firſt, as well as the Rich; and the Poor are to be 
ſaved as well as the Rich, and therefore the one 


can undenſtand what is required of him by Chriſt. 


as well as the other. But then if Men will pre- 
ſume to take the Word of God into their Hands, 
and will new mould and frame it as they think 
fit; and will make what is eaſy to be hard and 

unintelligible, and then will anathematiſe and per- 

ſecute Men for refuſing to profeſs what they do 
not underſtand, there will always be Infidelity 
covered under .the Maſk of Chuiſtianity'y and 
Chriſtianity, or what is called ſo, will be ſlyly 
or openly attacked; and till it is profeſſed pure 
and uncorrupted, it muſt have its Enemies; and 

if Offences ariſe, Woe unto him a, whom the % | 
Fence cometh. 
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